“KEEP  LOOKING  UP”


“Winners never quit, and quitters never win”.  “Every cloud has a silver lining”.  “If life hands you a lemon, make lemonade”.  These popular sayings, along with the title of this article, encourage us to take heart despite the hardships and setbacks that come our way.  They remind us that in this life, good can come out of seemingly impossible situations.  A review of the life of Joseph, great-grandson of Abraham, should confirm for us God’s overruling providence in the affairs of men to work things out in favor of his people:  “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28).

Of course Christians realize that the ultimate reward for faithfulness in the face of the challenges, or even calamities, which come our way, is to live forever with the Lord in heaven.  Really then, Christians of all people are people who ought to “keep looking UP”.  “For we are saved by hope” says the apostle Paul (Romans 8:24), and that hope is “eternal life” (Titus 1:2).

God’s people have been “looking UP” for centuries. Long before Christ came into the world, bringing “life and immortality to light through the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:10),  Job said, “If a man die, shall he live again?  all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come.  Thou shalt call, and I will answer thee:  thou shalt have a desire to the work of thine hands” (Job 14:14-15).  The resurrection and judgment were items of interest to Solomon as well:  “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:  Fear God and keep his commandments:  for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).  Daniel also:  “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2).

In the New Testament God’s people are still taught to “keep looking UP”:  “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.  Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” (Colossians 3:1-2).  “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:  who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body” (Philippians 3:20-21).  “Unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation” (Hebrews 9:28).  We can be sure that the beauty of this world will pale in comparison to heaven.  And as painful as this world sometimes is, heaven will surely be worth it all (Romans 8:18).  Certainly God does provide occasional present relief from the “slings and arrows of outrageous misfortune”.  But were there never a “silver lining” in the here and now, the “street of gold” (Revelation 21:21) in heaven and the hereafter should keep every one of us “looking up” until we finally get home.
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